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Community Health Aide Association

c/o Community Health Aide Program

Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium

4000 Diplomacy Drive-- 4th Floor
Anchorage, Alaska 99508

(907) 729-3651

September 25, 2006

Dear Tribal Council:






The Community Health Aide/Practitioner Association Safety Committee has made Health Aide safety a top priority for this year. We are currently engaged in finding ways to ensure that back up is made available for those times when the Health Aides are called out to care for someone who becomes ill or injured in unsafe surroundings.

There have been many occasions where the safety of a CHA/P’s life or well being has been threatened in the line of duty. Therefore, we are hoping to encourage each Tribal Council to consider revisiting this subject and work locally to develop such a policy.
In many cases, there are available Village Police Officers or Village Patrol Safety Officers who are on duty and can accompany the Health Aides into areas where domestic violence, weapons or substance abuse has been an issue.  
Perhaps in your village, there is no law enforcement. In these cases, the CHAA feels that it is important that a respected and reliable person be designated to accompany the CHA/P during an emergency call. This can be a volunteer EMT, an ambulance or fire crew member, or anyone who can determine the scene/home is safe and that no harm comes to the Health Aide during the time they are with the patient. 
We would also suggest that there be an alternate person on call if the first person is not able to respond. It is our hope that you meet with key people in your village and implement a plan that will help assure the safety of CHA/Ps when they are providing health care services in their villages. We appreciate your attention to this very important issue. Please contact either of us at the email below if you would like to discuss these ideas more.
Sincerely,

____________________________

______________________________

President




First Vice-President  

Yvonne Howard, CHP, Eagle


Jud Brenteson, CHP, Kodiak
yvonne@tananachiefs.org


jud.brenteson@kanaweb.org
